Austria Decides on War

informed Vienna that "any decision which might be
taken, even at the risk of war with Russia, would have
the support of Germany, who gave her ally carte blanche*"
The Bavarian diplomat even added that the Austro-
Hungarian Government had as a matter of fact never
anticipated "such unconditional support of the Danubian
Monarchy by Germany" and that it was indeed almost
embarrassed because it did not receive counsels of
"caution" and "moderation" from its ally.

These comments of an authoritative witness on July i8th
may serve as a natural transition between the record of
decisions taken in favour of war in principle and the
consideration of those proceedings which, in the course
of the next fortnight, led to irrevocable action. We shall
see Berlin tirelessly urging Vienna to engage in "pre-
ventive" war, and exerting every effort to reduce to
nullity all attempts on the part of the Entente to smooth
over the Austro-Serbian conflict, which in fact was bound
to become (as is proved by documentary evidence) an
Austro-Russian conflict, and finally an Austin-German-
Russian conflict.
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